Choosing a framework for ethical analysis in advanced practice settings: the case for casuistry.
The need for advanced practice nurses to incorporate ethical analysis into case management is becoming more apparent -- particularly for the increasingly independent practice settings of psychiatric and mental health nursing. The nursing literature contains many articles dealing with the more abstract treatment of clinical ethics, but for the practitioner there is unfortunately little information available that uses ethical principles in a practical framework, which addresses the concrete reality of daily, difficult clinical decision making. This article applies a model of reasoned analysis to an actual case study using the concepts of casuistry or case-based reasoning. This method offers an alternative to the more popular paradigm of principilism. Complicated by the existence of violence and abuse, the case examines several ethical issues including patient privacy and legitimate breaches of patient confidentiality.